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76,  Long  Street, 

Middleton, 

March  15th,  1907. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Middleton. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of  Mid¬ 
dleton  for  the  year  1906. 

From  the  various  charts  and  tables,  il  will  be  gathered 
that  the  year  has  been  a  fairly  satisfactory  one  as  regards 
the  Death  Rate,  Infantile  Death  Rate,  and  the  prevalence  of 


4 


infectious  diseases.  The  total  deaths  of  children  under  a 
year  old  is  much  lower  than  in  any  previous  year. 

In  June  I  issued,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions, 
a  card  containing  hints  on  the  feeding-  and  management  of 
infants.  One  of  these-  cards  is  given  to  each  person 
registering  the  birth  of  a  child,  Mr.  Townend,  the  Registrar, 
having  kindly  undertaken  the  distribution  of  them.  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  aid  thus  rendered  is  appre¬ 
ciated. 

A  useful  innovation  has  been  the  supplying  of  Anti- 
Diphtheritic  Serum  for  the  use  of  the  medical  practitioners 
in  the  Borough  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  as  there  is  now  no 
delay  in  the  application  of  this,  the  only  reliable,  remedy. 

During  the  year  the  Refuse  Destructor  has  commenced 
work.  This  makes  an  enormous  improvement  in  the  methods 
of  getting  rid  of  the  large  amount  of  waste  material  which 
formerly  was  allowed  to  decay  by  natural  means  on  unsightly 
and  insanitary  heaps. 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  consistent  courtesy  and 
helpful  co-operation,  with  which  my  suggestions  have 
.nvariably  been  receiyed. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDK.  J.  WHEELDON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Diagram  showing  in  black  the  birth-rate  and  in  red  the  actual 
number  of  Births  in  each  of  the  last  twelve  ^cais. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1906. 


Population  estimated  June  30th,  1906  .  27,000 


•  Males  .  283 

Bi'ths  .  J  Total 

{  Females  .  282 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

(  Males  .  215 

tenths .  J  Total 

I  Females  .  217 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  . 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  a  year  old  . 

Intantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  children  born  ... 

lotal  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  . 

Annual  rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

lotal  Deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases 

Annual  rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

total  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases 

Annual  rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

Inlectious  Diseases  reported  . 


565 

20.9 

43  2 
16 


// 

136 

43 

1.6 

51 

1.9 

74 


POPULATION. 

I'he  population  was  estimated  at  the  middle  of  the  year 
o  be  27,000.  The  population  of  the  separate  Wards  being-  : 


North 

Ward  . 

190b. 

.  8,143  • 

1905. 

8,031 

1901 

(last  Censu 
...  7,651 

South 

Ward  . 

9,628 

9*475 

...  8,956 

W  est 

Ward  . 

...  9,229 

•  •  9.044 

...  8,571 

27,000 

26,570 

25,178 
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BIRTHS. 

During-  the  year  565  Births  were  registered  in  the 
Borough — 283  Boys  and  282  Girls — as  compared  with  612 
in  1905,  showing  an  actual  decrease  of  47.  The  rate  per 
1,000  of  population  was  20.9,  as  against  a  rate  of  23  in  1905. 

I 

This  is  the  lowest  number  of  births  and  the  lowest  birth¬ 
rate  recorded  in  the  past  twelve  years. 

The  Illegitimate  Births  were  ib,  the  same  number  as  in 
1905. 

The  Ward  distribution  for  1905  and  190b  was  : — 

lllegiti- 


Rate  per 

Rate  per 

mate 

1903. 

1 ,000. 

1 90b. 

1 ,000. 

190b. 

North 

Ward.... 

192 

23.8 

152 

iS.b 

5 

South 

Ward  ... 

219 

23. 1 

235 

24-4 

4 

West 

Ward  .... 

'’OI 

22.  ^ 

178 

J9-3 

7 

DEATHS. 

The  Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  amounted  to  3^19, 
as  against  407  in  1903,  the  rate  per  1,000  being  13.7,  as 
against  15.3.  To  these  numbers  must  be  added  the  deaths 
of  persons  belonging  to  Middleton  which  occurred  in  insti¬ 
tutions  outside  the  Borough.  These  amounted  to  the 
unusually  large  total  of  63,  as  against  38  in  1905,  and  makes 
the  total  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  Middleton  432.  This 
is  still  12  less  than  the  total  of  the  previous  year,  and  the 
corrected  death-rate  for  190b  is  ib,  as  compared  with  ib.7 
in  1905. 

There  were  215  deaths  of  males  and  217  of  females,  and 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  133 — males  b8,  females 
65.  In  the  previous  year  the  excess  was  ib8 — males  109. 
females  59. 
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Seven  deaths  were  of  persons  born  illegitimately,  of 
which  5  were  infants  under  a  year  old. 

The  deaths  in  each  Ward  were  : — 

190*  >.  *905. 

Rate  per  Rate  per 

Number.  t,ooo.  Number.  1,000. 

North  Ward  .  152  ...  18.6  .  137  ...  17 

South  Ward  .  129  ...  13.4  .  159  ...  16.7 

West  Ward  .  151  ...  1(5.3  .  148  16.3 

The  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  Middleton  which 
occurred  outside  the  Borough  were  reported  from — 

Rochdale .  2  Marland  Hospital  .  2 

Oldham  .  51  Infirmary  .  7 

Workhouse  .  44 

Manchester .  10  Royal  Infirmary  .  4 

Cancer  Hospital  .  1 

Southern  Hospital  .  1 

St.  Mary's  Hospital  .  1 


Ear  Hospital  .  1 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  2 

63  63 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Deaths  arising  from  the  Seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  :  — 


Name  of  Disease. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

N. 

Ward. 

S. 

W. 

Smallpox  . 

» 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

braneous  Croup  . 

14 

5 

1 

1 

•  > 

O 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

81 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever  . 

5 

Measles  . 

14 

3 

4 

7 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

19 

6 

6 

7 

43 

10 

15 

18 

Totals  in  year  1905  . 

41 

8 

22 

11 

8 


I'lie  rate  per  1,000  was  1.6,  and  the  percentage  of  all 
deaths  9-95.  These  figures  are  fractionally  higher  than  in 
1905,  when  they  were  1.5  and  9.2  respectively. 

The  deaths  from  Diphtheria  were  again  in  rather  serious 
proportion  to  the  number  of  cases  reported,  38.5  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  being  fatal.  A  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  in 
February,  March,  and  April  resulted  in  the  death  of  14 
children. 

DEATHS  ARISING  FROM  PHTHISIS  AND  OTHER 
TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

There  were  51  Deaths  in  the  year  from  this  class  of 
disease — 11.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  and  a  rate  per 
1,000  of  1.9. 


The  following  table  gives  the  comparisons  for  the  last 
four  years  : — 


1903 

1904 

*9°  5 

190b 

Number  of  Deaths  .. 

44 

41 

56 

51 

All  Tubercular 

Rate  per  1,000  . 

..  1.7 

i-5 

2. 1 

1.9 

Diseases. 

Number  of  Deaths  .. 

..  30 

-7 

40 

42 

Phthisis 

Rate  per  1 ,000  . 

•  i- 19 

1.02 

J-5 

J-55 

alone. 

There  were,  therefore,  5  less  deaths  than  in  the  previous 
year,  but  the  number  is  still  very  great,  and  shows  an 
increase  over  the  years  1903  and  1904. 

The  age  incidence  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Under  a  year  old .  o 

1  to  5  years  .  2 


5  1 5  i>  .  5 

15  to  25  ,,  14 

25  to  65  ,,  . '  ^9 

Over  65  ,,  1 


and  the  Ward  distribution  : — North  Ward,  23  ;  South  Ward, 
16  ;  West  Ward,  12. 


DEATHS  ARISING  FROM  CANCER  AND  OTHER 
MALIGNANT  .DISEASES. 

Twenty-seven  deaths  occurred  I  mm  these  causes,  a 
percentage  of  6.2,  and  at  the  rate  of  1  per  1,000. 

The  sex  of  the  cases  and  the  organs  affected  were  : — • 


Males.  Females. 


Tonsil . 

.  X 

Tonsil  . 

1 

Bowel . 

0 

.  J 

Bowel  . 

n 

J 

1  ,iv  p  r 

A 

Fixer  . 

4 

lVnm 

I 

Uterus  . 

6 

Ovaries  . 

O 

9 

Breast  . 

1 

- — - 

Inquinal  Glands  .... 

.  1 

18 


DEATHS  ARISING  FROM  DISEASES  OF  THE 
RESPIRATORY  ORGANS. 

The  total  deaths  from  this  class  of  Disease  was  74 — a 
percentage  of  17. 1,  and  at  the  rate  of  2.7  per  1,000.  In  the 
year  1905,  the  figures  were  : — 105  deaths;  23.6  per  cent.; 
and  3.9  per  1,000.  There  were  38  deaths  from  Bronchitis, 
30  from  Pneumonia,  and  6  from  Pleurisy  and  other  diseases. 

The  age  incidence  was  : — - 


Under  a  year  old  .  9 

1  to  5  years  .  5 

5  10  r5  „  1 

US  to  25  ,,  1 

25  to  65  ,,  31 

Over  65  ,,  27 


74 

1  lie  \\  a rd  distribution  was  : — North  Ward,  22  ;  South 
Ward,  21  ;  West  Ward,  31. 


lo 


LONGEVITY. 

The  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age  amounted  to 
119,  or  27.5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths.  The 
figures  in  the  previous  year  were  8b  and  19.3.  There  were 
64  deaths  of  persons  between  70  and  80  years  ;  22  between 
80  and  90  ;  and  one  at  over  90  years. 


INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  37  cases  were  investigated  as  to  the 
cause  of  death  bv  the  Coroner,  including  5  deaths  in  Oldham 
and  1  in  Manchester  of  Middleton  people.  In  23  cases  an 
inquest  was  held,  on  the  remaining  14  an  inquest  was  dis¬ 
pensed  with.  The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  age 
periods  : — 

Under  a  year  old  .  10  cases 

1  to  5  years  .  1  ,, 

5  to  15  >  1  - 

1 3  to  23  , ,  1  o 

25  to  65  ,,  15  ,, 

Over  65  ,,  .  8  ,, 

Total  .  37  ,, 


The  causes  to  which  death  was  attributed  were  : — 


Natural  Causes  .  17 

Accident  .  13 

Suicide  .  4 

Open  Verdict  .  3 


The  4  cases  of  Suicide  were  by  Drowning,  Poison 
(Vermin  Killer),  Railway,  and  Cut  Throat  respectively. 

Of  the  three  cases  in  which  an  open  verdict  was  given, 
two  were  found  drowned  (one  unknown),  and  the  third  was 
the  case  of  alleged  Manslaughter  ol  an  illegitimate  new-born 
child. 

The  Accidental  Deaths  comprised  3  from  Overlaying,  3 
from  Drowning,  3  from  injury  by  falling,  and  4  from  burns. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


This  is  calculated  upon  the  total  number  of  births  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Births  .  565 

Xo.  of  Deaths  of  Infants .  77 

Infantile  Mortality  .  136  per  1  ,ooo  births. 

These  figures  indicate  a  decided  improvement  over  those 
of  the  year  1905,  when  the  numbers  were  : — 

No.  of  Births  .  612 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Infants .  109 

Infantile  Mortality  .  178  per  1 ,000  Births. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths — 77 — is  the  lowest  recorded 
in  Middleton  for  a  whole  year,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  is  30 
less  than  the  average  rate  for  the  last  1  1  years. 

The  Ward  distribution  was  : — North  Ward,  20  deaths — - 
rate  per  1,000,  131  ;  South  Ward,  25  deaths — rate  per  1,000, 
106  ;  West  Ward,  32  deaths — rate  per  1,000,  179. 

From  Table  V,  it  will  be  gathered  than  19  deaths  arose 
from  Diarrhceal  Diseases,  as  against  26  from  the  same  group 
of  diseases  in  1905.  From  Wasting  Diseases  there  were  22 
deaths,  including  8  cases  of  premature  birth,  as  against  35, 
including  13  cases  of  premature  birth  in  1905.  From  diseases 
of  the  Respiratory  System,  11  died  in  1906,  against  17  in 
1905.  Ten  deaths  of  infants  were  investigated  by  the 
Coroner,  of  which  4  were  reported  as  due  to  Convulsions,  2 
to  Natural  Causes,  1  was  “  Found  Dead,”  and  3  were  due 
to  Overlaying. 

The  improvement  in  the  figures  for  1906  is  very  encour¬ 
aging,  but  much  can  be  done  to  still  further  lessen  this  death- 
rate  of  infants.  The  distribution  of  instructions  to  mothers 
by  means  of  the  cards  on  the  Management  of  Infants  is 
certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  but  the  direct  influence 
and  teaching  of  a  competent  nurse  would  be  of  far  greater 


advantage,  and  an  alteration  in  the  period  after  birth,  during 
which  registration  may  take  place,  from  42  days,  as  at 
present,  to  3  or  5  days,  would  permit  the  advice  reaching  the 
mother  at  the  most  dangerous  portion  of  the  child’s  life, 
since  40  per  cent,  of  the  Infantile  Mortality  occurs  in  the  first 
two  months. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  NOTIFICATIONS 


Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  reported  from  each  of  the  Three  Wards  each 
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Disease. 

Ward. 

J  an . 

Feb . 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

Aug . 

Sept.  . 

Oct . 

Nov.  . 

Dec . 

Total 


on  four 


Smallpox  has  appeared  in  the  Borough 
separate  occasions. 

ist. — One  case  in  Hollin  Lane.  The  source  could  not 
be  traced,  and  although  there  were  a  large  number  of 
contacts,  no  further  case  arose. 

2nd.— Five  cases.  Three  were  notified  on  the  last  day 
of  May,  from  Morton  St.,  Parkfield,  and  Oldham  Road.  The 
persons  affected  all  worked  at  the  same  Mill,  and  the  stage 
of  the  disease  being  the  same  in  each,  the  most  likely  source 
was  a  very  mild  case  which  had  not  been  discovered.  The 
other  two  cases  were  in  Morton  St.,  reported  the  17th  and 
25th  June,  from  the  same  house  as  the  one  reported  at  the 
end  of  May. 

3rd. — Six  cases.  These  were  in  three  houses  in  Higher 
Wood  St. — three  from  one  house,  two  from  another,  and  one 
from  a  third.  They  were  reported  on  the  4th,  13th,  21st, 
and  25th  July.  There  is  no  doubt  that  several  other  cases 
had  occurred  in  that  neighbourhood  before  July  4th,  and 
owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  type  had  been  mistaken  for 
Chicken-pox,  and  had  consequently  not  come  under  the  notice 
of  a  medical  practitioner  ;  several  children  were  found  who 
showed  marked  signs  of  pitting,  and  who  were  said  to  have 
recently  suffered  from  Chicken-pox.  The  neighbourhood  was 
carefully  searched  for  other  cases,  and  the  precautions  taken 
were  fortunately  successful  in  ending  what  might  have  been 
a  very  serious  outbreak.  The  difficulty  of  diagnosing  the 
mild  type  of  Smallpox  which  was  prevalent  during  the  year 
is  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  for  anyone,  who  is  not  a 
doctor,  to  distinguish  the  one  disease  from  the  other. 

4th. — One  case  in  Cowper  St.,  Mills  Hill  Road,  reported 
November  3rd.  A  mild  attack,  probably  acquired  in  Ashton- 
under-Lyne. 

No  further  case  of  Smallpox  has  arisen  up  to  this  date, 
March,  1907. 

Chicken-pox  h  as  been  very  prevalent  in  Rhodes, 
Bowlee,  Birch,  and  Tonge  during  the  year,  and  at  Bowlee  it 
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became  necessary  to  close  the  School  a  fortnight  before  the 
commencement  ol  the  August  holidays,  as  there  were  more 
than  half  the  children  away  on  account  of  this  disease.  All 
the  absentees  were  reported  to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers,  and 
a  great  amount  of  my  time  was  taken  up  with  visiting  them, 
in  order  that  cases  of  modified  Smallpox  should  not  be 
unrecognised. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  is  <S  more  than 
in  1905,  and  the  disease  has  been  prevalent  to  a  modified 
extent  during  the  whole  year.  Cases  have  been  reported  in 
each  month,  and  the  number  has  varied  from  14  to  3  per 
month.  The  12  cases  reported  in  March  from  West  Ward 
(see  Table)  were  all  traced  to  Parkfield  School,  probably 
arising  from  contact  with  a  child  suffering  from  an  undis¬ 
covered  attack  of  the  disease. 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  February,  March,  and  April, 
and  there  were  a  great  number  of  cases  in  both  South  and 
West  Ward.  It  was  considered  necessary  to  close  the  Infant 
Department  of  Central,  New  Jerusalem,  and  Tonge  Schools. 
The  epidemic  subsided  in  April  ;  since  then  very  few  cases 
have  occurred. 

Puerperal  Fever.  Of  the  five  cases  reported,  four 
died.  In  each  case  where  a  Midwife  had  been  in  attendance, 
the  case  was  reported  to  Dr.  Sargeant,  the  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Midwives’  Committee,  and  precautions  taken  against 
the  spread  of  the  disease  to  other  patients. 

Erysipelas.  There  have  only  been  15  cases  ol  this 
disease  reported  in  the  year,  and  no  useful  purpose  is  served 
by  its  being  retained  on  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases. 

HOSPITAL. 

The  agreement  with  Rochdale,  by  which  Middleton  has 
the  use  of  Marland  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious 
diseases  continues,  and  during  the  year  34  cases  were  treated 
there,  including  13  Smallpox,  17  Scarlet  Fever,  3  Enteric 
Fever,  and  1  Diphtheria.  There  were  two  deaths  there,  both 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Fourteen  cases  were  sent  from 
North  Ward,  9  from  South  Ward,  and  11  from  West  Ward. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 


Thirteen  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  of  the  Victoria  University,  Manchester,  with  the 
following-  results  : — 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 

Blood  Serum  for  Typhoid  .  2  5  7 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  .  1  4  5 

Swab  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  .  1  —  1 

4  9  13 

DISINFECTION. 

Formalin  Vapor  is  employed  for  the  disinfection  of 
houses  where  cases  of  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Diphtheria 
have  occurred,  and  the  bedding  is  treated  in  a  Thresh  Steam 
Disinfector.  In  addition,  the  Schools,  both  when  closed  on 
account  of  Infectious  disease  and,  when  necessary,  during 
holidays,  are  fumigated  with  Sulphur  Dioxide,  and  the  walls 
sprayed  with  Formalin  Solution. 

INSANITARY  PROPERTY. 

A  great  improvement  is  being  made  in  the  condition  of 
a  block  of  old  back-to-back  houses  at  Mills  Hill.  Twelve 
houses  were  condemned,  and  Seven  of  them  have  already  been 
altered  and  rendered  fit  for  habitation,  the  remaining  live  arc 
in  course  of  alteration. 

Another  group,  of  four  houses,  in  Oldham  Road  have 
been  dealt  with  in  the  year,  and  these  houses  have  been 
altered  and  made  habitable. 

Details  as  to  Slaughter-houses,  Farms,  Smoke  Pre¬ 
vention,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Norton’s  Report. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death. 


Deaths  in  whole  Districts 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Deaths  in 
Localities 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year 

73 

<D 

40 

1 

i-H 

5 — 15  years 

00 

c3 

>> 

O 

04 

1 

o 

25 — 65  years 

73 

U 

C3 

>» 

40 

CO 

o 

> 

O 

North  Ward 

South  Ward 

West  Ward 

Small  Pox  . 

Measles  . 

14 

4 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

o 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Croup  . 

5 

4 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Croup  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Continued  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  . 

2*2 

19 

— 

— 

— 

2 

i 

7 

7 

8 

Enteritis  . 

6 

— 

O 

— 

— 

2 

•> 

3 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Septic  Diseases  . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

Phthisis  . 

42 

— 

— 

i 

12 

28 

i 

17 

13 

12 

Other  Tubercular  Disease  . 

9 

— 

2 

4 

2 

1 

— 

6 

3 

— 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease  . 

27 

— 

... 

— 

19 

8 

8 

8 

11 

Bronchitis  . 

38 

5 

2 

— 

14 

17 

11 

13 

14 

Pneumonia  . 

30 

3 

3 

1 

1 

14 

8 

9 

5 

16 

Pleurisy  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Organs  . 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Venereal  Diseases  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

Premature  Births  . 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Parturition  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

o 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Heart  Diseases  . 

57 

— 

— 

O 

2 

19 

33 

25 

15 

17 

Accidents  . 

10 

4 

1 

2 

i 

7 

1 

8 

5 

3 

Suicides  . 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  causes  . 

129 

30 

3 

3 

42 

i  40 

45 

37 

47 

Total  . 

432 

77 

29 

17 

23 

167 

119 

152 

129 

151 

Infantile  IYIortality  during  the  Year  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


■«0A 

9UQ Jdpun 
Eq^!0Q  I^OJ, 

-h  co 
" 

fi<4  ti 

•sifluojft  21— II 

CM  i — i 

•sqiuop\r  II— 01 

l- 

•sqiuoj\[  01—6 

- 

•sqiuojAj  6—8 

Cl 

•siiiuop\[  8 — i 

(M 

- 

•sqiuojM  i — 9 

'sqiuojM  9—5 

^  r-l 

Cl 

■sijiuojAi  g— 

CO 

•sq^uoj\[  fr— £ 

•sqiuopvt  £—2 

t- 

f-H 

•sqiuo^r  2-1 

CM 

- 

*H^uoH  I 

j^pun  jujo 

Cl 

CO 

•sqaaAV  t~ 2 

lO 

Cl 

•sqaoAV  2—Z 

T±< 

- 

's-'l03AV  2-1 

- 

•>[aoAV  I  -tapuj 

— 

DEATH. 

:  : 

::::::  :  s. 

.  X  r 

:  o  :  ■£  -5  t 

1  M  : Pti 

*  *  r"\  ^  rs  '  w 

•  *_  w  _  -r:  75 

:  g  is;  -u  *  « 

2  '  .5  •  = 

i!  '  bE  ii  s-  z  s.  j 

O  C  75  ^  3  •  —  c 

a* 

o 

w 

02 


4) 

~  55 

OJ  -4—1 

cx:  ^ 

t:  y 

<u  - 
U  5-> 


(/) 

4) 

—  (/) 

< 


=  ^  ~  —  —  £  u  ~ 

.a  «  1=  i?  b  s 

E  -c  "  o  ■- £  •-  c 
^  U  S  v.  X  ^  Q  W 


■_  c 

t; 


rt 

U 


c 

C/5 

-0 

C/5 

3 

75 

i 

a 

Q 

<L> 

C 

75 

■— 

C/5 

C3 

r- 

Cw 

TI 

a> 

H 

w 

<D 

<D 

u 

75 

o 

C/5 

rt 

u 

C 

Q 

5 

u) 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  432 


Factories,  Workshops, 
Laundries,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

INSPECTION. 


Number  of 
Written 

Premises.  Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  .  None  None  None 

Workshops  .  134  2  None 


Total .  134  2  None 


OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  (s.  133)  .  Three 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory  Act  (s.  5)  : — 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors..  None 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  ioi)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  .  None 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  One 

Homework  : — 

Lists  received  .  None 

Addresses  of  outworkers  forwarded  to  other 

Authorities  .  None 

,,  Received  from  other  Authorities.  None 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of 

the  year  .  87 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ... 


BOROUGH  OF  MIDDLETON. 


Sanitary  Department , 
Corporation  Street ,  Middleton. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

Annual  Report 


For  the  Year  ended 
jist  December ,  igo6. 


26 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Middleton. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  considera¬ 
tion  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  1906. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  has  again  been 
an  increase  in  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department,  but 
it  is  regrettable  that  the  number  of  closets  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system  should  have  suffered  a  reduction,  and 
I  trust  that  during  the  coming  year  both  on  the  grounds  of 
sanitation  and  economy  this  important  work  will  be  pushed 
forward  as  quickly  as  possible.  Fortunately,  we  have  again 
been  free  from  any  epidemic  of  infectious  disease.  There 
has  undoubtedly  been  a  larger  number  of  cases  of  smallpox 
than  were  reported  ;  several  persons  were  found  who  were 
supposed  to  be  suffering  or  had  suffered  from  chicken  pox  ; 
the  whole  of  these  people  had  undoubtedly  suffered  from 
smallpox.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  persons  when  ill  and 
not  knowing  the  nature  of  the  illness,  calling  in  a  medical 
man,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  illness  they  are 
suffering  from,  otherwise  a  very  costly  and  serious  epidemic 
may  be  the  result. 

It  would  be  much  better  if  all  complaints  were  in  (he 
lirst  instance  made  at  the  Sanitary  Office,  as  it  only  causes 
delay  when  complaints  are  made  through  members  ol  the 
Council. 

As  in  former  years,  1  have  made  several  suggestions 
which  in  the  interest  of  the  Public  Health  are  worthy  ol 
your  consideration,  especially  those  referring  to  the  testing 
of  drains  and  the  making  of  owners  responsible  for  the 
structural  alterations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order. 


*■/ 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE. 


Preliminary  Notices  served  . 

Formal  Notices,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875... 
Formal  Notices,  under  the  Local  Government  Board’s 

Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Act  . 

Smoke  Observations  . 

Prosecutions  re  black  smoke  . 

Prosecutions  re  hood  and  Drugs  Acts  . 

Samples  of  food  sent  for  Analysis  . 

Amount  of  food  seized  . 7 

Canal  Boats  inspected  . 

Number  of  infectious  cases  reported  . 

Number  of  patients  removed  to  Marland  Hospital  . 

Rooms  disinfected  in  consequence  of  infectious  disease 

Visits  to  slaughter-houses  . 

,,  common  lodging-houses  . 

,,  offensive  trades  . 

,,  Workshops  . 

,,  Dairies  and  cowsheds  . 

,,  Cases  of  infectious  disease  . 


281 

!9 

35 1 
*7 
1 1 
2 
IO 

84lbs 

34 

133 
34 

390 

772 

151 

114 

134 
33 

437 


NUISANCES  FOUND  EXISTING  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1906. 


Defective  urinal  floor  .  1 

,,  waste  pipes  .  15 

,,  channels  .  2 

,,  rainwater  pipes  .  5 

,,  back  yards  .  49 

,,  eaves  gutters  .  4 

,,  sanitary  cans  .  2 

,,  ashpits  .  4 

,,  drains  .  7 

,,  waste  water  closet  tippers  .  3 

,,  water  pipe  .  1 

,,  brick-paved  kitchen  floors 


I 


,,  passage  .  i 

,,  brick-paved  closet  floors  .  7 

,,  ashpit  doors  .  2 

,,  ashpit  roofs  .  3 

h'oul  privies  .  S2 


Sanitary  can  closets  .  '’fig 

Foul  wet  ashpits  .  5(1 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  .  20 

Insufficient  ashpit  accommodation  .  24 

Ashpits  not  furnished  with  proper  doors  and  coverings...  17 
C  I oset  , ,  )  1  11  ...1 

Insufficient  ashpits  .  30 

Back-to-back  houses  .  2 

Waste  pipes  connected  to  untrapped  drains  .  fi 

Untrapped  drains  .  48 

Houses  without  a  sufficient  water  supply  .  fi 

Damp  dwelling-house  .  1 

I’npaved  back  yards  . 

Dirty  dwelling-house  .  1 

Choked  drains  .  22 

,,  waste  water  closets  .  17 

,,  rainwater  pipes  .  5 

No  rainwater  pipes  .  1 

Offensive  manure  heaps  .  2 

No  channel  from  waste  pipe  to  drain  .  1 

Iron  box-traps  .  2 

Dwelling-houses  without  back  doors  . } 


Offensive  urinal  .  t 

Chimney  discharging  under  eaves  gutter  .  1 

Unlimewashed  workshops  .  3 

Foul  offensive  cesspools  .  3 


NUISANCES  ABATED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31  st  DECEMBER,  1  906. 


Privies  converted  to  water  closets  .  40 

Sanitary  can  closets  converted  to  water  closets  .  213 

Drains  trapped  . 
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Waste  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  . 

Additional  closet  accommodation  provided  . 

Additional  ashpit  accommodation  provided  . 

Foul  wet  ashpits  converted  to  dry  ashpits  . 

Cellar  floors  repaired  . 

Kitchen  floors  repaired  . 

Rainwater  pipes  ,,  . 

Waste  ,,  . 

Rack  yards  ,,  . 

Channels  ,,  . 

Drains  ,,  . 

Urinal  floor  ,,  . 

Ashpits  ,,  . 

Closet  doors  provided  . 

Ashpits  furnished  with  proper  doors  and  coverings  . 

Drain  connected  to  sewer  . 

Eaves  gutters  made  good  . 

Water  pipe  made  good  . 

Rainwater  pipes  provided  . 

Choked  drains  opened  . 

Choked  waste  w.c.’s  opened  . 

Houses  provided  with  a  sufficient  water  supply  . 

Choked  rainwater  pipe  opened  . 

Offensive  manure  heaps  removed  . 

New  sanitary  cans  provided  . 

New  waste  water  closet  tippers  provided  . 

Privies  converted  to  sanitary  can  closets  . 

Sufficient  ashpits  provided  . 

Dwelling-house  cleaned  . 

Earthenware  gully  traps  substituted  for  iron  box  traps 

Workshops  limewashed  . 

Back  yards  paved  . 


12 

16 

20 

42 


8 

M 

12 

n 

5 

T 

7 

o 

J 

9 

6 

1 

o 

18 

19 
6 
1 


10 

16 

1 


14 


NUISANCES  STILL  EXISTING..  31st  DECEMBER, 

1  906. 


Eoul  privies  .  42 

Foul  wet  ashpits  .  24 


Sanitary  can  closets  . 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  . 

Insufficient  ashpit  accommodation  . 

Ashpits  without  proper  doors  and  coverings  .. 

Insufficient  ashpits  . 

Untrapped  drains  . 

Houses  without  hack  doors  . 

Choked  drains  . 

f  oul  offensive  cesspools  . 

Brick  paved  kitchen  floor  . 

Offensive  urinal  . 

Boiler  chimney  discharging  under  eaves  gutter 

Choked  rainwater  pipes  . 

Unpaved  back  yards  . 

Waste  pipe  connected  to  an  untrapped  drain  .. 

Defective  waste  pipes  . 

,,  back  yards  . 

,,  drain  . 

,,  privies  . 

,,  rainwater  pipes  . 

,,  closet  tloors  . 

,,  ashpit  roofs  . 

,,  eaves  gutters  . 

,,  ashpit  doors  . 

,,  ashpit  . 

, ,  passage  . 


4 


5 


n 

j 


if 

4 


o 

1 

1 


1 

n 

.•> 

“O 

I 

4 

14 
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During  the  year  under  review  two  hundred  and  eighty 
one  preliminary  notices  have  been  served  requiring  abate¬ 
ment  of  nuisances  arising  from  the  aforementioned  causes. 


Owing  to  non-compliance  with  preliminary  notices,  it 
was  necessary  in  nine  cases  to  report  the  nuisance  to  your 
committee,  who,  in  order  to  secure  the  abatement  of  such 
nuisances,  ordered  legal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  to  be  served  upon  the  persons  bv  whose  act,  default,  or 
sufferance,  the  nuisances  existed  or  continued. 
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Besides  the  nuisances  aforementioned,  much  work  in 
the  removal  of  insanitary  conditions  has  been  carried  out  on 
pointing  out  to  the  person  responsible  the  necessity  of  mak¬ 
ing  such  alterations  as  were  requisite,  and  if  this  manner  of 
securing  the  abatement  ol  nuisances  could  be  more  generally 
carried  out,  it  would  save  much  of  the  unpleasantness  which 
is  caused  by  having  to  resort  more  or  less  to  compulsory 
measures. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  proceedings 
in  the  Police  Court  against  any  one  in  order  to  obtain  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  notices  served. 

Much  visiting  and  revisiting  would  be  saved  if,  where 
alterations  are  made,  some  notice  were  given  to  vour  official 
when  the  work  is  being  carried  out  under  notice  from  him  is 
commenced  ;  it  would  also  give  him  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
that  the  notice  is  fully  complied  with  and  that  the  work  is 
carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  from  a  health  point  of 
view. 


I  regret  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  number  of  closets  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  the  year  1906,  as  compared  with  the 
year  1905,  and  hope  during  the  year  1907  the  conversions  will 
be  pushed  on  as  quickly  as  possible,  as  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view  both  the  old  privy  and  sanitary,  or  rather  the  insani¬ 
tary,  can  closet  are  both  foul  and  offensive.  Again,  from  an 
economical  standpoint,  they  are  objectionable,  as  the  cost  of 
collection  and  disposal  is  considerable,  whilst  the  conveyance 
ot  the  foul  matter  from  water  closets  through  the  sewers 
and  treatment  at  the  sewage  works  entails  very  little  extra 
expense. 


1  must  also  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  necessity 
ol  enforcing  the  provision  of  proper  and  sufficient  ashpits  in 
connection  with  dwelling-houses.  In  each  case  where  notice 
is  served  for  ihe  conversion  of  closets  notice  is  also  given  for 
the  provision  of  sufficient  ashpits,  which  in  many  cases  is  not 
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provided,  or  if  provided  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

The  large  brick  built  ashpits  ought  to  be  discarded 
altogether,  as  they  become  very  foul  and  occupy  a  large 
amount  of  space  which  it  would  be  better  to  retain  as  open 
space,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  better  circulation  of  air  around 
the  backs  of  dwellings.  At  the  present  time  all  kinds  of 
receptacles  such  as  soap  boxes,  apple  barrels  and  other  ves¬ 
sels  of  like  nature  are  very  much  in  use  as  ashpits  ;  these, 
I  may  say,  are  not  ashpits  in  accordance  with  the  Acts,  and 
ought  to  be  abolished  and  galvanised  iron  bins  with  lids 
attached  provided  to  replace  these  unsuitable  and  insanitary 
receptacles  which  are  only  provided  because  they  cost  nothing 
and  can  be  obtained  for  the  carrying  away. 

1  would  suggest  that  notices  be  placarded  in  the 
borough  cautioning  householders  against  the  too  common 
practice  of  disposing  of  liquid  waste  by  throwing  it  in  what 
should  be  dry  ashpits,  which  causes  a  considerable  nuisance. 

There  has  again  been  a  number  of  waste  water  closets 
choked  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  those  in  charge,  and  in 
order  to  check  this,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
proceedings  against  one  or  two  occupiers  in  the  Police  Court. 

A  few  backyards  have  been  paved  or  flagged,  but 
there  is  still  much  work  required  in  this  direction  before  the 
back  premises  of  many  dwellings  are  in  a  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion.  In  many  instances  the  conditions  at  present  existing 
behind  dwellings,  both  back  passage  and  yards,  are  little 
better  than  a  quagmire  during  wet  weather. 

Another  feature  in  regard  to  back  yards  requiring  con¬ 
sideration  is  the  practice  of  partly  filling  up  the  air  space  by 
the  erection  of  structures  such  as  fowl  cotes,  pigeon  cotes,  and 
in  some  cases  greenhouses.  Many  ol  these  structures  are 
built  over  the  drains,  which  practically  places  the  drain  inside 


the  house.  This  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  is  objectionable, 
and  ought  to  be  checked,  l'he  laying  and  re-laying  of  drains 
might  with  advantage  receive  your  consideration.  It  is 
acknowledged  by  all  authorities  that  the  breathing  of  gases 
arising  from  sewers  and  drains  is  unhealthy,  and  is  often  the 
cause  of  much  sickness.  Therefore,  in  order  to  obviate  this 
source  of  unhealthiness,  1  would  suggest  that  the  system  of 
applying  the  water  test  to  all  drains  before  passing  as  satis¬ 
factory  be  adopted.  Should  you  consider  it  necessary  to 
adopt  the  testing  of  drains,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a 
readv  means  of  access  to  all  drains  such  as  inspection  cham¬ 
bers,  access  pipes,  and  test  junctions.  This  system  of  laying 
drains  would  permit  of  all  drains,  whether  old  or  new,  being 
submitted  to  the  test  when  found  necessary  ;  especially  would 
it  be  found  useful  when  cases  of  diphtheria  or  enteric  fever 
occurred  in  a  dwelling-house. 
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The  above  is  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  number 
ol  eases  of  infectious  disease  which  have  been  reported  and 
dealt  w  ith  during  the  year  under  review. 

1'here  has  been  an  increase  ot  live  cases,  as  compared 
with  the  year  1905.  Thirteen  cases  of  smallpox  have 
occurred,  which  is  exactly  the  same  number  as  for  the  year 
1905. 

The  lirst  case  ol  smallpox  was  reported  in  May,  and 
was  a  young  man,  who  had  contracted  the  disease,  and 
although  every  effort  was  made  to  find  the  source  of  infection, 
it  remained  undiscovered,  and  although  there  were  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  large  number  of  people  who  had  been  in  contact  with 
the  patient,  there  were  no  further  cases.  On  the  5th  of  June 
two  further  cases  were  reported,  one  in  Morton  Street,  the 
other  in  Parkfield.  These  two  patients  worked  in  the  same 
mill,  and  on  making  inquiries,  they  informed  me  that  a  girl 
who  worked  with  them  had  been  away  from  her  work  about 
a  week,  and  that  she  had  a  rash  on  her  face,  but  they  could 
not  give  me  her  address,  so  I  removed  the  first  two  patients 
to  hospital  about  eleven  o’clock  the  same  night.  On  the 
following  morning  1  visited  the  mill,  got  the  girl’s  address, 
and  on  seeing  her  found  her  to  be  suffering  from  smallpox. 

1  reported  the  case  to  the  Medical  Officer,  who  diagnosed  the 
case  and  ordered  her  to  hospital. 

1  investigated  the  cases  and  visited  all  known  persons 
who  had  been  in  contact  with  (he  patients,  especially  those 
who  worked  with  them  in  the  mill,  but  found  no  further  cases, 
again  the  origin  of  the  cases  remained  undiscovered.  Two 
further  cases  occurred  in  the  house  in  Morton  Street,  at 
intervals  of  thirteen  and  twenty  days  ;  these  were  the  father 
and  sister  of  the  first  patient,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread 
further. 

On  the  eleventh  July  the  Medical  Officer  reported 
another  case  in  Higher  Wood  Street  ;  this  was  dealt  with  as 
quickly  as.  possible,  and  in  visiting  persons  who  had  been  in 
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contact  with  the  patient,  found  a  boy  in  one  house  who  had 
had  a  somewhat  severe  attack  of  smallpox,  but  was  then 
convalescent,  and  on  further  investigation  was  informed  that 
several  persons  residing  in  the  neighbourhood  had  during  the 
preceding  three  or  four  weeks  had  rashes  on  their  faces, 
and  all  had  been  put  down  as  chiken  pox.  On  further  investi¬ 
gation  I  found  two  young  persons  in  another  house  suffering 
from  the  disease,  and  a  child  which  was  playing  in  the  back¬ 
yard  with  other  children  was  brought  in,  and  on  examina¬ 
tion  I  found  had  smallpox.  1  informed  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  who  along  with  Dr.  McKay  saw  them  and  certified 
that  each  patient  was  suffering  from  smallpox. 

Two  further  cases  wrere  reported  later  ;  both  were 
from  houses  where  previous  cases  had  occurred.  From  infor¬ 
mation  obtained  during  my  inquiries,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  had  during  the  three  or  four  weeks  previous  to  the  first 
case  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  been  quite  an 
epidemic  of  smallpox  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Higher  Wood 
Street,  but,  owing  to  the  mild  character  of  the  disease,  no 
medical  man  had  been  called  in,  and  they  were  put  down  as 
chicken  pox. 

Fortunately,  the  disease  was  stamped  out  at  this  stage, 
but  the  consequences  might  have  been  more  serious,  and  a 
severe  epidemic  might  have  been  the  result  of  the  neglect  ol 
seeing  a  doctor,  so  as  to  know  definitely  what  illness  the 
patients  were  suffering  from. 

A  further  case  occurred  at  Middleton  Junction  in 
November  ;  in  this  case  there  was  no  other  person  contracted 
the  disease  from  being  in  contact  with  the  patient.  This 
patient  contracted  the  disease  at  Ashton-under-Lvne. 

The  whole  of  the  foregoing  cases  were  removed  to  hos¬ 
pital  as  soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  the  notification,  and 
with  one  exception  (the  case  being  notified  late  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon)  the  houses  and  bedding,  etc.,  were  disinfected 
immediately  the  patient  was  removed. 
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There  has  been  an  increase  ol  eight  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  compared  with  the  year  1895,  ant'  although  the  number 
may  be  considered  small  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  1  hope  we  shall  have  a  reduction 
during  the  year  1907.  1  have  visited  and  investigated  the 

whole  of  the  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  when 
necessarv  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  have  removed 
the  patients  to  Marland  Hospital. 

When  (he  patients  have  been  nursed  at  home  the  per¬ 
son  in  charge  has  been  instructed  as  to  the  precautions  to  be 
taken  so  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  various  diseases, 
and  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have  left  a  copy  of  printed 
instructions  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  all  cases  where  children  residing  in  the  same  house 
have  been  attending  school,  the  schoolmasters  have  been  noti¬ 
fied  not  to  allow  them  to  attend  school  until  a  further  notice 
has  been  received  from  this  office  to  say  that  the  patient  :s 
free  from  disease  and  that  the  house  has  been  disinfected. 

Thirty-four  patients  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  all 
ol  them  speak  very  highly  of  the  kind  treatment  they  received 
during  their  enforced  detention  in  that  institution. 

I  hereby  wish  to  acknowledge  the  services  rendered 
by  Mr.  Alfred  Booth,  who  has  willinglv  turned  out  at  all  times 
w  hen  required  to  perform  the  somewhat  dangerous  duties  of 
disinfector.  1  also  wish  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  the 
drivers  ol  the  Rochdale  Corporation’s  ambulance  for  the 
prompt  manner  they  have  turned  out  when  required  to  remove 
persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

The  steam  disinfector  has  again  proved  its  utility  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  as  in  no  case 
could  it  be  proved  that  any  case  had  arisen  from  bedding, 
clothing,  etc.,  which  had  been  disinfected  by  steam. 

I  be  waiting-room  provided  for  people  to  stav  in  whilst 


their  houses  were  disinlected  has  again  been  round  \cr\  use¬ 
ful,  as  it  has  not  been  necessary  for  them  either  to  walk  the 
streets  or  resort  to  the  houses  of  their  friends,  which  was  a 
source  of  spreading  the  disease. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  have  in  many  cases, 
when  requested,  disinfected  houses,  bedding,  clothing,  etc., 
of  persons  who  have  died  of  consumption. 


STEAM  DISINFECTOR. 

Eight  hundred  and  sixty  articles  of  bedding,  clothing, 
etc.,  have  been  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector,  and  in  no 
case  has  any  complaint  been  made  of  damaged  articles,  which 
shows  the  care  exercised  by  the  man  in  charge  of  this 
machine,  which  plays  a  very  important  part  in  the  prevention 
of  infectious  disease. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  visits  have  been  paid 
to  the  above,  which  were  found  clean  and  with  one  exception 
the  meat  inspected  was  found  to  be  (it  for  the  food  of  man. 

On  one  occasion  I  was  called  in  by  the  owner  of  a 
slaughter-house  to  examine  the  carcase  of  an  animal  which 
had  been  recently  slaughtered.  On  examination  I  found  the 
carcase  emaciated  and  smelling  strongly  of  physic.  1  sent 
for  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Veterinary  Surgeon,  who  were 
of  opinion  that  the  animal  had  suffered  from  septicemia  and 
was  unfit  for  human  food.  1  got  the  carcase  condemned  by 
a  magistrate,  who  signed  an  order  for  its  destruction,  which 
was  carried  out  at  the  gasworks  by  burning. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS’  ORDER. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  connected  with  thirty-three 
farms  have  been  visited. 
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The  hygienic  conditions  under  which  the  animals  that 
supply  us  with  that  very  important  and  necessary  article  of 
diet,  viz.,  milk,  are  very  bad  indeed,  and  ought  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  health  to  be  put  in  a  more  sanitary  condition. 

In  the  best  ol  our  shippons,  with  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  the  admission  ol  light  is  only  fair,  whilst  in  the  worst 
the  light  is  almost  shut  out. 

The  majority  of  cowkeepers  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that 
fresh  air  is  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  cattle.  Therefore, 
they  often  go  to  the  trouble  of  stopping  up  all  places  where 
it  is  possible  for  air  from  the  outside  to  enter  the  shippons, 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  shippons  1  can  only  describe  the 
ventilation  as  very  bad  indeed.  The  drainage  of  all  shippons 
requires  alteration,  whilst  in  some  cases  there  is  no  system 
of  drainage,  all  liquid  tilth  being  allowed  to  flow  on  the  surface 
of  the  surrounding  ground  until  absorbed  or  evaporated. 

Cowkeepers  might  with  advantage  to  themselves  and 
the  health  of  their  cattle,  pay  more  attention  to  the  lime- 
washing  and  general  cleanliness  of  the  shippons. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  milk  supply  free  from  disease,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  animal  from  which  the  milk  is  obtained 
should  be  healthy.  In  order  to  keep  the  animals  in  a  healthy 
condition  it  is  necessary  that  they  shall  be  kept  in  shippons 
which  are  constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the 
admission  of  light  into  every  part  of  the  interior  ol  such 
cowshed  ;  that  proper  and  suitable  arrangements  be  made 
for  the  admission  of  fresh  air,  and  the  extraction  ol  foul  air, 
so  that  the  air  breathed  by  the  animals  shall  be  as  pure  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances. 

The  drainage  ought  to  receive  more  attention  than  at 
present,  and  the  laying  or  re-laying  ol  any  drains  in  con¬ 
nection  with  cowsheds  ought  to  be  laid  under  the  supervision 
of  vour  officials. 
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The  storage  of  manure  from  shippons  ought  not  to  he 
deposited  as  near  the  shippon  door  as  possible,  but  should  be 
stored  in  a  properly  constructed  manure  pit  until  such  times 
as  the  farmer  can  remove  it  to  the  fields,  care  being  taken 
that  no  pollution  is  caused  to  any  supply  of  water  used  for 
domestic  purposes.  The  one  great  difficulty  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  above  Order  and  the  Regulations  made  there¬ 
under  is  that  the  tenant,  and  not  the  ow  ner,  is  responsible  for 
structural  alterations,  and  cowkeepers  can  scarcely  be 
expected  to  spend  money  on  buildings  which  will  benefit 
another  person. 

On  one  occasion  your  committee  made  application  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  powers  to  revise  our  existing 
Regulations,  making  the  owner  responsible  for  all  structural 
alterations  of  cowsheds.  This  application  was  refused.  I 
would  here  suggest  the  question  be  revived,  and  a  further 
application  be  made  to  place  the  responsibility  on  the  owner, 
who  is  the  one  that  will  be  benefited. 


SHOP  HOURS’  ACTS. 

All  shops  where  young  persons  are  employed  have  on 
several  occasions  been  visited,  and  on  no  occasion  has  any 
infringement  of  the  above  Acts  been  detected. 


SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  ACT. 

In  all  cases  where  females  are  employed  in  shops,  seats 
have  been  provided,  as  required  by  the  above  Act. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-one  visits  have  been  paid  to  the 
above,  which  were  found  to  be  kept  clean  ;  they  were  also 
free  from  overcrowding  and  infectious  disease, 
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FOUL  RIVERS. 


1  lie  River  \\  incc  still  retains  its  very  offensive  char¬ 
acter.  The  smell  arising-  from  it  during  the  summer  months 
is  abominable,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  this  nuisance  has 
been  tolerated  sufficiently  long  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Borough,  and  that  failing  action  bv  the  authorities  who  are 
supposed  to  protect  us  from  this  nuisance  that  some  action 
be  taken  in  the  matter  by  this  Corporation. 


REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL. 


No.  of 

No. 

Cost 

Cost 

Month 

Pails 

empt’d. 

of 

Loads. 

per 

Pail. 

per 

Month. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

Jan. 

..  12,513 

205 

.771 

40 

4 

2 

Feb. 

..  9,711 

151 

.821 

33 

4 

8 

Mar. 

..  9,030 

156 

.805 

32 

6 

8 

April 

..  9,818 

162 

.767 

31 

7 

5 

May 

..  12,288 

198 

.799 

40 

18 

4 

J  une 

..  9,831 

153 

.782 

32 

0 

6 

July  • 

..  9,740 

151 

.790 

32 

1 

7 

Aug. 

..  12,074 

200 

.7(3 

38 

18 

0 

Sept. 

..  9,494 

154 

.819 

32 

8 

4 

Oct.  . 

..  11,530 

192 

.852 

40 

18 

4 

Nov. 

..  9,208 

148 

.845 

32 

8 

4 

Dec. 

..  8,923 

145 

.844 

31 

7 

5 

Total 

..124,766 

2015 

418 

3 

9 

Total  cost  for  year  ended  31st 


No. 

Loads 

Ashes. 

Dry  ashes. 
Cost 
per 

Load. 

Cost 

per 

Month. 

Total 

Cost 

per 

Month 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

635 

2 

9.82 

87 

10 

7 

127 

14 

9 

503 

2 

10 

73 

8 

11 

106 

13 

7 

505 

2 

11.805 

73 

17 

3 

106 

3  : 

11 

465 

2 

9.812 

65 

18 

8 

97 

6 

1 

683 

0 

7.359 

89 

4 

10 

130 

3 

2 

464 

2 

8.075 

62 

0 

3 

94 

0 

9 

416 

2 

9.865 

58 

14 

0 

90 

15 

7 

437 

3 

0.808 

67 

0 

5 

105 

18 

5 

435 

2 

8.299 

58 

10 

10 

90 

19 

2 

516 

2 

10.694 

74 

11 

10 

115 

10 

2 

451 

2 

9.55 

63 

0 

11 

95 

9 

3 

356 

3 

1.22 

55 

4 

1 

86 

11 

6 

5870 

829 

2 

7 

1247 

6 

4 

£  s.  d. 
:.,  190(5...  1247  6  4 


1905...  1504  14  2 


1  )ecrease 


-.s/ 


7  10 


J  otal  cost  removing  dry  ashes,  1906 
>>  >>  >>  J9°5 


829  2  7 

969  o  6 


I  Increase 


139  17  11 
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s.  d. 

Cost  per  load,  ashes,  1906  .  2  9.S99 

»  ,»  1905  .  2  IO-  52 


Decrease  .  o  1.621 

Total  pails  emptied,  1906  .  124,766 

,,  ,,  i9°5  .  134.' 606 


Decrease  .  9,840 

1906,  Pails  loads  .  2>oi5 

i9°5-  ,,  .  2> 122 


Decrease  .  107 

s.  d. 

Cost  per  load,  pails,  1906  .  4  1-4317 

,,  ,,  i9°5  .  4  b.02 

Decrease  .  o  4.5S83 

;6  s-  c*- 

Cost  per  load  ashes  and  pails,  190(1  .  o  3  3.58 

,,  ,,  ,,  i9°5  .  0  3  5 

Decrease  .  o  o  2.5S 


Clinkers  removed  from  Destructor  at  is.  per  load,  ^.42  6s.  od. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  removal  of  ashes 
from  the  district  of  Bowlee  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Corporation,  which  has  saved  the  ,£.20  paid  to  the  contractor 
during  the  year  1903.  This  ^,'20,  added  to  the  decrease 
^257  7s.  iod.,  shows  a  total  saving  on  the  year’s  working 
of  ^'277  7s.  iod.,  as  compared  with  the  year  1905. 

In  t he  above  the  cost  of  removing  the  pails,  refuse, 
and  ashes  from  Slattocks  is  not  included,  as  the  work  in  this 
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district  is  still  carried  out  by  a  contractor,  but  it  is  intended 
after  completion  of  the  present  contract  to  do  this  work  also 
hv  our  own  men  and  horses.  In  this  work  1  expect  a  saving’, 
and  although,  owing  to  the  long  distance  the  ashes  will  have 
to  be  carted,  the  cost  per  load  will  be  increased,  I  don’t 
expect  the  total  cost  will  be  very  much  increased. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  excreta  from  pails  has 
again  been  carried  out  by  contract,  but  it  is  intended  during 
the  year  1907  that  the  work  in  No.  1  District  shall  be  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Corporation. 

The  work  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  the  dry  ashes 
is  now  supervised  by  this  department,  and  although  some 
few  complaints  have  been  made  in  respect  of  ashes  not  being 
removed  as  often  as  required,  I  am  of  opinion  that  fewer 
complaints  have  been  received  than  formerly. 

1  beg  to  again  draw  vour  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  an  uniform  kind  of  ashpit  in  new  property,  and  also 
where  the  closet  accommodation  is  being  altered,  as  under 
existing  conditions  it  is  almost  impossible  to  arrange  a 
systematic  removal  of  ashes.  In  some  cases  there  is  the 
large  and  insanitary  brick  ashpit,  whilst  near  by  is  a  small 
galvanised  iron  bin,  or  an  apple  barrel,  a  soap  box,  or  an  old 
tub.  The  brick-built  ashpit  is  both  laborious  and  costly  to 
empty,  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  contents  to  be  deposited  in 
the  streets,  to  the  annoyance  of  those  residing  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  Many  of  the  receptacles  are  so  heavy  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  men  to  lift  them  ;  therefore,  the  contents 
have  to  be  tipped  in  the  passages  or  streets,  and  shovelled 
into  the  cart.  All  this  unnecessary  expense  and  labour  could 
be  avoided,  and  the  collection  could  be  made  oftener,  were 
galvanised  bins  provided. 

In  the  month  of  May  last  the  Refuse  Destructor  was 
completed,  and  the  destruction  of  refuse  by  burning  was 
begun.  This  is  a  much  more  satisfactory  manner  of  dis- 
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posing  of  refuse  than  t lie  old-fashioned  method  of  carting  it 
to  the  tips,  there  to  lie  and  decompose,  and  he  a  nuisance 
to  the  surrounding'  neighbourhood  for  years. 

The  heat  derived  from  the  burning  of  refuse  is  utilised 
for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam,  which  is  used  for 
driving  the  engines  at  the  Electricity  Works,  and  although 
t he  work  of  a  destructor  is  first  and  foremost  the  efficient 
destruction  of  refuse,  it  is  more  economical  if  the  steam  can 
be  utilised,  as  in  this  case. 

Seeing  that  the  destructor  is  utilised  for  driving  the 
electricity  works,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  kept  work¬ 
ing  as  much  as  possible.  This  depends  largely  on  the  amount 
of  refuse  obtainable,  and  it  is  plainly  visible  that  during  the 
winter  months  there  will  be  a  greater  quantity  of  refuse  for 
removal  than  during  the  summer  months,  when  in  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  they  are  using  gas  stoves, 
and  in  the  remainder  very  little  fire  is  being  used,  which 
causes  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  ashes  made. 
Again  it  is  impossible  to  regulate  the  daily  quantity  delivered 
at  the  destructor,  as  this  to  a  large  extent  depends  on  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  be  travelled  after  collection,  and  no  matter  whether 
the  quantity  of  refuse  made  be  large  or  small  it  must  all  be 
removed  as  quickly  as  possible. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACTS. 

Eight  of  the  dwellings  referred  to  in  my  last  year's 
report  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  have  been  altered 
and  made  habitable,  which  yet  leaves  nine  to  be  dealt  with. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Nine  samples  of  milk  and  one  of  skimmed  milk  have 
been  taken,  with  the  result  that  one  sample  of  milk  was  found 
to  have  been  deprived  of  one-fourth  ol  its  cream,  and  that 
the  skimmed  milk  had  been  sold  trom  a  can  which  was  not 
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labelled  in  accordance  with  the  Act.  In  both  cases  the 
offenders  w  ere  summoned  ;  the  vendors  in  the  case  of  cream 
extraction  was  fined  i  and  1  6s.  3d.  costs,  and  in  the  case 
of  unlabelled  can  is.  and  costs.  The  person  summoned  for 
extracting  the  cream  absconded  ;  therefore  the  line  has  not 
been  recovered. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

There  are  ninety-three  workshops  registered  in  the 
borough,  to  which  1  have  paid  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
visits.  In  two  cases  the  Factory  Inspector  reported  two  bake¬ 
houses  that  required  lime-washing,  and  I  found  a  workshop 
which  required  lime-washing.  In  all  three  cases  the  lime- 
washing  was  carried  out  on  a  preliminary  notice  being  served 
upon  the  occupiers.  There  is  one  registered  underground 
bakehouse  which  is  carried  on  in  conformity  with  the  Act. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

During  the  year  eighty-seven  smoke  observations  have 
been  taken  and  the  limit  of  five  minutes  emission  of  black 
smoke  in  the  half-hour  has  been  exceeded  on  twenty-seven 
occasions.  In  eleven  cases  the  offenders  were  summoned, 
and  in  each  case  lines  were  inflicted.  In  the  remaining  cases 
formal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  were 
ordered  to  be  served  upon  the  offenders,  and  those  who  failed 
to  comply  with  such  notice  were  summoned  with  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  result. 

The  average  time  black  smoke  was  emitted  is  three 
minutes  and  53.7931  seconds,  which  is  a  reduction  of  about 
two  minutes  20  seconds  as  compared  with  the  year  1905. 

Although  the  average  time  black  smoke  has  been 
emitted  has  been  reduced,  there  is  still  room  for  great 
improvement  in  this  case,  and  I  hope  that  all  manufacturers 
will  during  the  year  1907  endeavour  not  only  to  keep  below 
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the-  limit  allowed,  but  try  and  give  us  as  pure  an  atmosphere 
as  possible  by  trying  to  do  away  altogether  with  black  smoke. 


1'here  are  several  mills  situated  close  to  our  boundary, 
but  in  the  district  of  another  Authority,  which  I  regret  to  say 
send  up  a  considerable  amount  of  black  smoke  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  Borough.  As  the  Local 
Authority  in  whose  district  these  mills  are  situated  appear 
not  to  interfere  with  the  smoke  nuisance  by  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  it  will  be  my  unpleasant  duty  to  ask  you  to  deal  with 
the  matter  as  a  nuisance  without  the  district.  1  hope  this 
course  may  be  avoided,  but  it  is  hardly  fair  that  one  district 
should  suffer  owing  to  the  neglect  of  a  neighbouring 
Authority. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS)  ACTS. 

The  Borough  has  again  been  free  from  any  outbreak 
of  disease  which  come  under  the  above  Acts.  One  owner 
of  pigs  was  summoned  for  moving  swine  on  a  public  road 
without  having  first  obtained  a  license.  The  magistrates 
inflicted  a  fine  of  one  shilling  and  costs. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  thirty-four  canal  boats  have  been 
inspected. 

Two  infringements  of  the  Acts  were  detected,  one  boat 
having  a  defective  cabin  roof,  w  hich  caused  the  sleeping  place 
to  be  damp,  and  another  boat  being  in  such  a  leaky  condition 
as  to  cause  the  sleeping  place  to  be  wet  and  unfit  for  use  ; 
the  cabin  also  required  painting. 

In  both  the  foregoing  cases  the  owners  were  notified 
of  the  requisite  repairs,  the  boats  were  withdrawn  Irom 
serv  ice,  and  the  necessary  repairs  carried  out. 
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r lie  cabins  w  ere  clean  and  Iree  Irom  overcrowding  and 
infectious  disease.  They  were  registered  for  one  hundred 
and  sixtv-nine  persons,  and  occupied  by  eighty-eight  persons, 
comprised  of  sixty-eight  men,  twelve  women  and  eight 
children. 


MARKET  RECEIPTS. 


Month. 

January  .... 
February  ... 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August  . 

September  . 

October  _ 

November  . 
December  .. 


Recoil;  hs. 
£  s.  d. 

g  1 1  o 
615  7 
782 

8  14  9 

6  5  3 

5  9  9 

869 
36  10  9 

7  14  7 

9  2  1 

692 
7  1 5  4 


Vjo.  of 

t  'ost 

of 

stalls. 

Sweeping. 
£  s.  d. 

221 

...  O 

12 

9 

150  . . . 

O 

9 

5 

i8(> 

O 

9 

1 

201 

O 

12 

1 

161 

O 

9 

0 

162 

...  O 

9 

5 

0  2  0 

O 

1 1 

n 

166 

I 

J 

4 

189 

O 

8 

8 

226 

O 

1 1 

3 

152  ... 

O 

9 

175  ••• 

O 

10 

■-> 

Total  .  120  3  2  22x1  6  15  7 

£  s-  d. 

Receipts,  1906  .  120  3  2 

..  1905  .  121  l7  2 


Decrease  .  1  14  o 

Cost  ol  Sweeping,  1906  .  6  15  7 

m  ,,  i9°5  .  5  18  0 

Increase  .  _4,’o  17  7 


Number  of  Stalls,  190(1  .  j,jii 

,,  ,,  1 9° 5  .  2,31:9 


Decrease  .  iocS 

The  reduction  in  the  amount  of  money  received  is  due 
no  doubt  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  Stalls,  which  is 
considerably  less  than  during-  the  year  1905. 


1  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  HENRY  NORTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


John  Bagot,  Limited,  Printers,  Middleton, 


